Graduate studies in physical education lead to a Ph.D. in kinesiology with an emphasis in sport and exercise psychology. The students admitted into the doctoral program in SEP also complete a master's degree in community counseling. Students can be admitted into the doctoral program in SEP with either a baccalaureate degree or a master's degree.
• Completion of required coursework (The student completes the coursework required by the plan of studies. The number of credit hours required and the time required to complete the coursework varies by program, but at least three years [six semesters] of coursework is normally required for students entering with a master's degree.)
• Comprehensive examination (At the completion of coursework, the student will take a written and oral comprehensive examination specified by the program. The purpose of the examination is to assess competency in research and content areas relevant to the program. The length of the examination varies.)
• Prospectus defense (Following the successful completion of the comprehensive examination, the student will write and defend a prospectus for the dissertation. The prospectus will be evaluated by the student's dissertation committee. The dissertation committee is often identical to the student's plan of studies committee, though additions or changes may be made to the plan of studies committee at this time in order to constitute the dissertation committee.)
• Admission to candidacy (Once the comprehensive examination and prospectus defense are successfully completed, the student is admitted to candidacy. Admission to candidacy is permission to proceed with dissertation research as described in the prospectus.)
• Defense of the dissertation (The student will write and orally defend an original research project as described in the prospectus. Successful defense will be determined by the quality of the written document as well as by the quality of the oral defense in a forum open to the academic community. All members of the student's dissertation committee must be present for the dissertation defense. Successful defense of the dissertation results in the awarding of the degree. The dissertation must be successfully defended within five years of admission to candidacy.)
• During the Ph.D program, students are required to submit their work to peer-reviewed journals and national conferences. 
Application Deadline
Application procedures for the Ph.D. in kinesiology with an emphasis in sport and exercise psychology must submit their online admission application to the Office of Admissions website (www.wvu.edu ) to be processed by the December 15 deadline for fall admission. Students must also submit an official undergraduate transcript(s) and application fee (online). Supplemental required materials (GRE scores, resume, goal statement, and three letters of recommendation) must also be uploaded and submitted online. Once all the materials have been received, the admission application will be ready for the screening committee to review after the deadline date. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed. International applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their admission application and supplemental materials by October 1 to allow extra time for processing. Students who seek a graduate assistantship should complete and submit a Graduate Assistantship Application no later than February 1. The GA application can be downloaded by visiting the college web site at cpass.wvu.edu . Click on the "student" link at the top, and the application is in a PDF format at the bottom of the first page.
Admission Criteria
The following criteria is used to evaluate applicants for admission to the doctoral program:
• Undergraduate degree grade point average of 3.0 from an approved institution • Master's degree grade point average of 3.5 from an approved institution (if applicable)
• Graduate Record Examination score -Verbal, Quantitative, and Writing percentiles above fifty percent. (Student files will reviewed with scores lower than fifty percent.)
• TOEFL scores for international students only (minimum required -550 paper, 213 computer, 80 internet-based)
• Three letters of recommendation (required to be submitted online -NO HARD COPIES)
• Professional goal (one-two page on professional backgrounds, goals, and reasons for pursuing doctoral degree) to be submitted online
• Curriculum vitae to be submitted online
• Personal interview

Program Degree Requirements
The Curriculum
SEP PhD Curriculum and Research Benchmarks
The curriculum for students in the SEP program represents the science-practice model of psychology. The program features a sixty-five-seventy-five credit hour major that includes coursework in three areas: 1) twenty-one credits in sport and exercise psychology traditional coursework, 2) eighteen credits of professional practice courses (teaching and applied practica), and 3) twelve-eighteen credits in research methods, statistics, and independent research. Many students will also concurrently complete forty-eight to sixty credit hours of coursework in Community Counseling (COUN) in efforts to earn a separate MA degree. Students in the SEP Major of the Ph.D. will complete coursework across SEP, Counseling, Statistics & Research Methods. They will complete written and practical comprehensive exams at the end of their coursework.
Students may enter in the SEP Ph.D. Major with either a bachelor's degree or master's degree. Students entering the program with a bachelor's degree will first complete a thirty-six credit master's degree in SEP with a data-based thesis research project. Subsequently they will form a plan of studies committee and finalize their doctoral curriculum with all courses needed to complete the requirements for the Ph.D. in SEP and the M.A. in counseling.
Plan of study will be finalized, therefore, in the semester after completing the thesis. If students enter the Ph.D. after a master's degree, they will form their plan of studies in their second semester. 
Sport and Exercise Psychology (SEP) Disciplinary Core
Research Benchmarks
(timeline indicated for a student with a bachelor's degree)
1. Submit first data-based article for publication to peer-reviewed journal (fourth semester) 2. Orally defend article / study #1 (fourth semester) 3. Submit second article for publication to peer-reviewed journal (literature review or data-based) OR present a data-based study at a national conference (published abstract) (sixth semester) 4. Complete comprehensive exams (seventh semester) 5. Propose dissertation research plan (eighth semester)
6. Submit third data-based article for publication to a peer-reviewed journal (tenth semester) 7. Orally defend dissertation research (second and third studies) (tenth semester) -All submissions must be first author with quality evaluated by the student's plan of studies committee.
Research Publications / Dissertation Summary
For students entering the Ph.D. program with a bachelor's degree, they will be required to complete a thesis-equivalent data-based research project for submission to a peer-reviewed journal by their fifth semester. This paper will be written in APA manuscript format, with an extended literature review attached as an appendix. The thesis-equivalent manuscript must be deemed worthy of submission to a peer-reviewed journal.
The program will culminate in a dissertation research project on an important kinesiology topic. After submitting their first paper and passing comprehensive exams, students will be asked to orally present their plans for studies two & three. The dissertation will take the form of a series of twothree publishable papers or monographs on a similar, relevant topic in their field. The papers must be cleared for submission by the committee and submitted before signing off on the final dissertation defense. We emphasize peer-reviewed research publications as desired outcomes because of their positive impact on skills and the professional placement options for our graduates.
The dissertation will be defended in public in a forum that has been announced at the college and university level at least two weeks in advance of the meeting date. The dissertation committee will be comprised of five members. All committee members must sign the approval form for the dissertation to be complete.
